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Unit 1 Class 19 & 20

I
The Italian City States

Can’t they just get along?

Purpose: Does conflict or peace move history? Is 
Italian history a microcosm of European History?

Name: ______________________________

Part One: Picture Identification
Ideal City, 1470, Piero della Francesca

Part Two: Geography
The Italian States in the Renaissance
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Part Four: The City State
Section A: The Rise of the Italian City-States
In this theatre of political fragmentation, many Italian cities be-
gan to assert their autonomy. During the 11th century an elabo-
rate pattern of communal government began to evolve under the 
leadership of a burgher class grown wealthy in trade, banking, 
and such industries as woolen textiles. Many cities, especially 
Milan, Genoa, Venice, Florence, and Pisa, became powerful and 
independent City-States. Resisting the efforts of both the old 
nobles and the emperors to control them, these “Communi” pro-
moted the end of feudalism in northern Italy replacing it with deeply rooted identification with 
the city as opposed to the larger region or country. The cities were often troubled by violent and 
divisive rivalries among their citizens, the most famous being the papal-imperial struggle between 
the Guelphs (the supporters of the popes) and the Ghibellines (the supporters of the emperors). 
Despite such divisions, however, the cities contributed significantly to the economic, social, and 
rising cultural energy of Italy.

Part Three: Homework (Visual) Check
The Italian States in the Renaissance #1 #2 #3

Section B: Social Organization
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Papal States
Type of Government:

Naples
Type of Government:

Part Five: The City State
Government of City States

Video:
Julius
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Venice
Type of Government:

Video:
Venice
Doge
St. Mark
Merchants
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Milan
Type of Government:

Video:
Duke

The Peace of Lodi and the Lega Italia
 Peace of Lodi, (April 9, 1454), treaty between Venice and Milan 
ending the war of succession to the Milanese duchy in favour of Frances-
co Sforza. It marked the beginning of a 40-year period of relative peace, 
during which power was balanced among the five states that dominated 
the Italian peninsula—Venice, Milan, Naples, Florence, and the Papal 
States.
 Venice, faced with a threat to its commercial empire by the Otto-
man Turks, was eager for peace in Italy. Sforza, a condottiere (merce-
nary general) who had been proclaimed duke by the people of Milan, 
also was eager to end the costly war. By the terms of the peace, Sforza 
was recognized as ruler of Milan, and Venice regained its considerable 
holdings in northern Italy, including Brescia and Bergamo. The other 
belligerents (Milan’s allies—Florence, Mantua, and Genoa—and Ven-
ice’s allies—Naples, Savoy, and Montferrat) had no choice but to acqui-
esce to the peace.
 In conjunction with the treaty, a 25-year mutual defensive pact was 
concluded to maintain existing boundaries, and an Italian League (Lega 
Italica) was set up. The states of the league promised to defend one an-
other in the event of attack and to support a contingent of soldiers to 
provide military aid. The league, officially proclaimed by Pope Nicholas 
V on March 2, 1455, was soon accepted by almost all the Italian states. 
Although the league was often renewed during the 15th century, the 
system was not entirely effective in preventing war, and individual states 
continued to pursue their own interests against others. The league defi-
nitely lapsed after the French invasion of the peninsula in 1494.

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/345981/Peace-of-Lodi
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Florence
Type of Government:

Video:
Cosimo
Lorenzo
Savonarola
Cosimo I
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